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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Celebrating Generations of God’s Faithfulness

Deo Volente, 28th May, 2005 will see the saints in the Penang assemblies coming together to celebrate 150 Years of Assembly Testimony in Penang.  And this is the Theme for the auspicious occasion when nearly a thousand people are expected to come together at Kompleks Masyarakat Penyayang for a Thanksgiving Service followed by a Fellowship Dinner at Tanjong Country Club. The saints are from the eight assemblies in Penang viz. Burmah Road Gospel Hall (English- and Chinese-speaking), Butterworth Gospel Hall, Island Glades Gospel Centre, Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall, Green Lane Gospel Centre, Sungei Ara Gospel Hall and Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre, and invited guests of the Penang assemblies.

In the 1820s, the Spirit-led Assembly Movement sprung up spontaneously and almost simultaneously in small groups here and there all over the United Kingdom, Europe, America, etc. and became a mighty missionary force that sent out its members as missionaries to the regions beyond – to be witnesses in the uttermost parts of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

Within one generation (estimated to be 40 years), Mr. & Mrs. Bausum were at 35 Farquhar Street, Prince of Wales Island, where assembly testimony first started in 1855. They were followed by Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman from Bristol Bethesda Chapel in 1859. Since that time, scores of missionaries stepped onto the shores of Penang and stepped outwards onto the peninsula, reaching even to Singapore. They established assemblies wherever the Lord led them. Mr. William Macdonald (1860) was in Penang to establish the work here for over a generation until he was called home to be with the Lord on 31st Dec. 1911. Between 1878 and 1888, Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Hocquard; Mr. & Mrs. W.D. Heath; Mr. & Mrs. Edward Eagger served in Penang for short periods. Walter S. Blick, Kemp Heath, Ernest Tipson , Mr. & Mrs. William D. Ashdown (U.K.), Miss Martha Lindsey also helped out from 1898 –1915. Arthur Hardwidge came in 1915, while SS Adams who came in 1921 would become the longest serving missionary in Penang having served here for nearly two generations.  He started at Farquhar Street Chapel, went over to Burmah Road Gospel Hall in 1938 and Butterworth Gospel Hall later before he finally returned to the Lord from Australia on June, 1985. Mr. & Mrs. AE Phillips came over from China in 1950 and Mr. W. Wilson transferred from Petaling Jaya to Penang on Sept. 8, 1963. He was the last foreign missionary to serve in Penang. He returned to Ireland in 1973, but he returned to Penang for a few visits later.

The saints in Penang have every reason to rejoice when reflecting on the Generations of God’s Faithfulness over the 150 years. So many missionaries from UK, Europe, Australia, New Zealand came to Penang to faithfully carry on the work that was started in 1855. These servants of the Lord left their homes, travelled long distances, endured physical, emotional, cultural hardships and circumstantial hazards not to mention the tedious learning of local languages and dialects in order to carry on the assembly testimony on Penang island. 

From 1855 to 2005, a period of 150 years, God truly has been Faithful to the assembly testimony in Penang. While there is much cause to celebrate God’s Faithfulness, the saints in Penang now have to face the Challenge of their Faithfulness to God. Since Malaysian Merdeka, no more foreign missionaries have been allowed in. God raised up faithful local leaders and they have sustained, maintained and extended assembly testimony to other parts of the island. Praise the Lord for them. 

However in this joyous Celebration, there comes a solemn Challenge too. Many past servants of the Lord sacrificed much to travel from their home assemblies far away to 

bring the Gospel to those in Penang. Since then, how many of the saints in Penang have been commended by their assemblies to go outside the country, to the regions beyond, to bring the Gospel to other people in the uttermost parts of the earth and to start more assemblies for these 150 years? 

There is None !!!

Ed’s Note: Praise God – there may be TWO this year. Pray hard!
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